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Citrus Fruits
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spread belief that a tree with several of these nodes on the
trunk is to be preferred to one which made one growth to
the top of the stake. The reason assigned is that it indi-
cates slow growing and heavy fruiting qualities. It is
doubtful whether there is sufficient basis in fact for this
belief, although there are some arguments in its favor. It
is not unlikely that in the case of the Washington Navel
orange there may be some correlation between the num-
ber of nodes and fruitfulness, but this is probably riot the
case with lemons.

The citrus nursery should be thoroughly cultivated and
irrigated and the trees kept in vigorous growth. Com-
mercial fertilizer should be applied liberally, usually a
ton to a ton and a half to the acre of a complete fertilizer
high in nitrogen. One or two years are required to grow
a marketable tree. We find, therefore, that a total of from
four to six years is required from planting the seed to set-
ting the trees in orchard form.

Trees are graded and priced according to caliper measure-
ment one inch above the bud. Well-grown one-year trees
are often acceptable, but usually two-year trees are much
better. Prices in California vary from fifty cents to one
dollar and a quarter a tree.
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PREPARING  TREES  FOR  SHIPMENT
Citrus trees may be dug with naked roots, cut back to
the trunk, shipped long distances, and planted with perfect
success; but on account of the fact that it is difficult to
always see that the tender roots are not exposed, there is
much loss from the carelessness of laborers, and the